-———b o e

';_o '
oW PATL 4A

QM

WASHINGTON POST
12 DECEMBER 1982

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/27 : CIA-RDP91-OO561 R000100040006-1

STAT

Shultz Appealg for Confirmation of Burt

" By Michael Getler
“Vashington Post Staff Writer
THE HAGUE, Dec. 11—Secretary of
'State George P. Shultz today made a per-
sonal appeal for approval of his embat-
‘tied choice to be assistant secretary of
‘state for European affaxrs, Rxchard R.
Burt. :
. Burt, 35, has been the taroet of a small
group of conservative Repubhcan sena-
tors led by Orrin G. Hatch (R-Uteh) and
Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) who question
Burt’s position on a variety of arms con-
trol issues, sanctions on trade with the
Soviet Union .and limitations on arms
sales to Taiwan. .
Burt's pomination to the top European
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" post in the State Department was sent to
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
by President Reagan in August and was
approved in September after hearings.
But the conservatives, part of an unof-
ficial group known as the steering ‘com-

_ mittee, have prevented a final confirma-
- ‘tion vote by the full Senate and thus con-

tinue to block Burts ofﬁcml appoint-
ment.
Today, Shultz told repor’tels -and pre-

'sumably Congress, “I want to pay a com-
‘pliment to the European bureau and par-

ticularly to Rick Burt, who has done a

. very.good job in the preparations and the
- work” during Shultz’s 13-dav European

swing, now about half over.

Shultz said that “everv mdxcatxon I
have at the White House, from the pres-
ident, is'that he is the presxdents nom-
inee and we are supporting him.”

Although Republican Senate leader

Howard Baker has indicated that the!
Burt confirmation vote may be delayed:

until the next session, Shultz said he told"
Baker before leaving that the issue was

. important to the department and i don t
‘count it out this session.’

Burt also is accused by his opnonents
of reporting classified information that

was leaked to htm when he was a New

York Times reporter. Shultz said who-
ever leaked the matenal is af fault a.nd:
that Burt “womes a lot about security.” |
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